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Greetings from Chapel Hill! As we welcome the positive start of a new academic year, there is a tremendous
amount to look forward to here in the department. I am deeply honored and humbled to serve as your Chair
and daily, I remind myself that our focus is always on our people: our dedicated team here in Chapel Hill and
all of you, our alumni and friends. We often hear that change is the only constant, but that change is also the
engine that moves us forward. By focusing on the solid foundation : i
formed by our core values and our history, we are able to manage 3
change successfully, turning it into opportunities for improvement and §
growth.

During the most recent residents’ graduation banquet, where we
celebrated Jason, Michelle, and Kaitlin, we had an opportunity to
connect with our five most recent department chairs: Bill Vann, 5
Michael Roberts, Tim Wright, Jessica Lee, and Kimon Divaris. (right &
photo) I want to make a special recognition of their immense
contributions, vision, hard work, and dedication over the decades. I also want to deeply
acknowledge their continuous mentorship, unwavering support, and willingness to always
step in and help out. Serving in this role and building upon the groundwork they laid, it truly

— feels like standing on the shoulders of giants.
Because of our strong foundation, our department continues to navigate transitions smoothly. In
a bittersweet but incredibly proud announcement, we recognized the tremendous news of Jessica
1 Lee's retirement from the University on June 1st to become the next CEO of the American
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD). This appointment is a fitting recognition of her stature
as a visionary leader in pediatric dentistry and health policy. I am deeply grateful to Jesswa for
her transformative leadership and the indelible legacy she leaves I
within our department. (left photo)

We are also celebrating another heartfelt transition--the
retirement of our beloved Grayson. Grayson’s dedication, hard work,
and warm presence have been a cornerstone of our department's daily
lives for years. (photo) We wish Grayson a joyful and well-deserved

retirement, and we offer our deepest thanks for her incredible service
| to our UNC Pediatric Dentistry family. Please stay tuned for the
- announcement of a formal retirement party for both Jessica and
4 Grayson later in the fall.
While we bid farewell to some, we are thrilled to welcome new
V= faces to our team. Please join me in welcoming Caroline Ingraham as

- our new Patient Navigator for the predoc DDS clinic, Dental
3 Assistant teammate Mu Pay, Tatiana Fedotova, as our newest
Clinical Research Coordinator, Maria Camila Restrepo Ceron as

: =~ Research Assistant, as well as our outstanding alumni Jina Yoo and

Anne Baker, who are joining us as new adjunct clinical faculty. To continue empowering our fantastic team, we are also looking
forward to an upcoming departmental workshop on the coaching mindset by our own, Zsuzsa Horvath. ...cont

“No Tears, No Fears: Sedation and General Anesthesia in the Dental Office Made Safe and Simple”
Cara Riley, DMD, MS
Spencer Wade, DDS, MS

October 16, 2026
The course will be offered as an on-site plus Hybrid-Zoom
The course provides 6 hours of CE credit
See page 2 for more information and registration details!
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...cont. There are many great things happening across our clinical and academic
spaces. We are thrilled by the steady progress toward the new North Carolina
Children's Hospital, a monumental project that will drastically expand our
ability to provide world-class care to the children of our state. Our systematic
data collection process to synthesize best practices, design ideas, and words of
wisdom from peer institutions that operate similar hospital programs has begun, |
with Gail Rohlfing, Interim Chair at UNMC, discussing the collaboration
between Children’s Nebraska and UNMC College of Dentistry during her most |
recent visit at UNC. (right photo)

We are thrilled to expand our graduate clinic’s offerings with several
technology updates and additions, including a new pediatric radiology training
manikin, an advanced 3Shape TRIOS 6 wireless intraoral scanner, and a
versatile Solea all-tissue carbon dioxide laser. To safely accommodate these
new tools and a newly acquired emergency cart, minor renovations are currently underway in the grad clinic, and we
look forward to rolling out hands-on training sessions for our team soon.

Of course, our people remain our greatest asset. This summer, we celebrated Ms. Terry Hurdle’s 20 years of service with
Pediatric Dentistry! Ms. Terry received her service recognition award by the Dean Guthmiller in a ceremony in May
(pictured left). In June, we also joyfully celebrated the graduation of
our senior residents—Michelle Kim, Jason Lin, and Kaitlin Wilson.
We are so proud of the exceptional pediatric dentists they have
become! At the same time, we officially welcome our incoming all-
UNC class of first-year residents. Academically, our faculty and
trainees continue to shine on the national stage, boasting a fantastic
showing recently at the AAPD Annual Meeting in Las Vegas, as well
as at ADEA and IADR/AADOCR. Our faculty’s excellence is further
highlighted by successful new NIH grant acquisitions (Sawicki,
: Shrestha, Divaris, Slade, Sanders) and service activities such as the

¢ wonderful Duke Endowment grant-supported School-Based Oral

2 Health Initiative (SBOHI) featured on page 4 led by Poojan Shrestha.
We are also incredibly proud of the continued recognition of our
faculty and alumni in prestigious leadership and service positions, at
the AAPD, ADEA, and IADR/AADOCR; as well as Gail Rohlfing
being named Interim Chair at UNMC, and Christopher Adams being awarded the Capital Area Dental Society "New
Dentist of the Year."

We must never forget that the successes we enjoy today were planted as seeds by our generous supporters. Our
robust development program allows us to remain focused on our mission. The incredible success of the Jessica Y. Lee
Fellowship Initiative—raising over $834,000 to date—is a beautiful testament to this community's spirit. Building on
this momentum, [ am thrilled to announce the establishment of the Keels Family Pediatric Dental Research Fellowship
Fund, an exciting new endowment donated by Martha Ann Keels, that will directly support our residents' stipends and
recognize their research excellence.

As you read through this issue, please mark your calendars for our upcoming Fall CE course, "No Tears, No Fears:
Sedation and General Anesthesia in the Dental Office Made Safe and Simple," to be held on October 16, 2026. This is
truly a team effort, and I am incredibly proud to be part of it. There is a lot to celebrate, and I am highly optimistic about
the great things to come as we manage change by focusing on our fundamentals, our history, and our people. As alumni
and friends, you are an essential part of this journey, and we want to continue hearing from you!

Warmly,
Kimon Divaris, DDS, PhD
Chair, Department of Pediatric Dentistry and Dental Public Health, UNC Adams School of Dentistry

UNC Dental Trauma Team Update
The UNC Dental Trauma Team continues to treat patients with missing teeth, whether due to congenital absence or
traumatic injury. To date, UNC has successfully completed 129 dental autotransplantation cases.

Faculty member, John Christensen, has presented this work at the AAO and AAPD annual meetings, as well as at
several regional constituent meetings and local study clubs. Ms. Melanie Raschke Bronson serves as the care team
coordinator (Melanie Raschke@unc.edu). Presentations are available in both live and virtual formats. For questions
about specific cases or to request a presentation for your local study club, please contact us at jchriste@email.unc.edu.




Continuing Education

Friday, April 10, 2026, brought us an outstanding, stimulating, challenging and engaging CE course titled “Water Fluori-
dation: The History, the Science, and the Politics”. The course brought together multiple speakers to address the complex
and currently controversial issue. We offered the course in a hybrid format that included both on-site speakers and by
Zoom. We had 66 on-site participants at the Friday Conference Center in Chapel Hill and an additional 75 who tuned in
by Zoom to hear the course presented by Drs. Johnny Johnson, Mark Moss, Gary Slade, Steve Slott and Kyla Taylor.

Future Continuing Education Courses

PLAN ON EXPERIENCING CE BY EITHER ON-SITE PARTICIPATION OR BY ZOOM (HYBRID) IN THE FALL.
THIS HAS BECOME POPULAR AMONG OUR COURSE PARTICIPANTS AND WE WILL AGAIN OFFER BOTH
OPTIONS FOR COURSE PARTICIPATION!!

Fall 2026

You have been asking for it and we have a CE course offering this fall that you will want to put on your calendar!
The course will be offered on-site at the Friday Continuing Education Center in Chapel Hill plus by Zoom.
October 16, 2026 (8:30 AM-4:30 PM)

“No Tears, No Fears: Sedation and General Anesthesia in the Dental Office Made Safe and Simple”. Current concepts,
procedures and protocols for providing both sedation and general anesthesia in the dental office will be presented and
discussed in depth. Both speakers are board certified by the American Dental Board of Anesthesiology and they will ad-
dress providing advanced sedation and general anesthesia care in a stress-free and safe environment. They will also ad-
dress health issue considerations and offer insights into the clinical presentation and therapeutic options. The course pro-
vides 6 hours of CE credit.

8:30 AM-9:00 AM Registration On-Site
Speakers: Cara Riley, DMD, MS
Associate Professor, Anesthesiology-Pediatric Anesthesiology, Children’s Hospital Colorado, Aurora, CO

Spencer Wade, DDS, MS

Private Practice of Sedation and General Anesthesia

Chapel Hill, NC

On-site attendance tuition: $350 Dentist $175 Team/Staff Member
Zoom participation tuition: $350 Dentist $175 Team/Staff Member

*A generous continental breakfast will be available at the Friday Conference Center registration. A lunch and two breaks
with snacks and beverages are also included, plus on-site free parking.

Questions; call (919) 537-3400, or register at the following website: https://dentistry.unc.edu/cde/

NEW 2025 ABPD DIPLOMATES

There were 395 new Diplomates of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry recognized and given their pin in May at
the 2026 Annual Session of the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry in Las Vegas, Nevada. This

is a very important milestone in the professional career of these individuals. Those who have North Carolina
connections by either residency training or practice location were:

Stephen Baer, Shamus Cooper, Erin Howard, Kayla Kopczynski, Maya Mathai, Scott
McLaren, Saraat Mohammadu, Kaaenaat Mustafa, Kaitlin Gotschalk , Caroline Sawicki, Setu Shah, Sungmin
Sohn, Corey Stahley and Mark Veazie.

Congratulations to all and best wishes for a rewarding and satisfying professional career in pediatric dentistry!
Bold: UNC Chapel Hill residency graduates
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Update on the Jessica Y. Lee Fellowship Initiative

The Jessica Y. Lee Fellowship Initiative (JYLF) was launched in the summer of 2023 in a silent phase and then
began the live phase, going live in October of 2024 under the effective leadership of Dorothy Pang (1991) of San
Francisco and Mike Ignelzi (1992) of Greensboro. As chronicled in previous newsletters, an enthusiastic JYLF
Steering Committee of alumni and friends has been campaigning and soliciting since the fellowship’s launch.

The campaign will span 2025-29, and the fellowship directive is solely dedicated to enhancing the salaries of our
pediatric dental residents. Because the fund was able to reach the UNC’s minimum endowment requirement of
$100,000 in cash in less than 12 months after its public announcement, the proceeds will begin supplementing the
residents’ salaries in this fiscal year.

Currently we are 18 months into the active campaign and to date we have received over $268,000 in
direct gifts and additionally more than $566,000 open pledges, totaling over $834,000 for the JYLF. On behalf of the
JYLF Steering Committee and all of us here in the department at Chapel Hill, we extend our heartfelt THANK
YOU for all your generous support in donations and pledges.

What’s next? Based on a detailed analysis of our donors, it is certain there is potential for more fund growth
during the campaign’s life cycle over the next few years. The JYLF Steering Committee is poised to continue
solicitation of the alums who are still on the sidelines. In addition, there are several alums who have recently or will
soon complete long-term pledges to the Tim Wright Fellowship Fund. We will be encouraging these generous
donors to “keep the meter running” for the JYLF or with one of the other many funds in the Department. We urge all
alums to get onboard if you have not already and please consider a contribution using this link: go.unc.edu/Lee

All our fund-raising efforts have been expertly managed and supported by Ms. Sarah Huppert, the Chief
Development Officer for the Adams School of Dentistry. Thank you, Sarah, Mike, Dorothy, and the JYLF Steering
Committee!

As you read in our Winter Newsletter 26 and may have seen in other media outlets, Jessica assumed the
CEO position of the AAPD in July. We are thrilled that she will continue here as an adjunct faculty member and be
engaged in our missions.

Bringing Dental Care to Where Children Are
A UNC School-Based Oral Health Initiative partnership with Families and Communities Rising

In North Carolina, where more than 4.1 million people live in a designated dental shortage area, many young
children reach school age without ever seeing a dentist. The UNC School-Based Oral Health Initiative (SBOHI), led by
the Department of Pediatric Dentistry and Dental Public Health, is working to change that by bringing preventive
services like screenings, cleanings, and fluoride treatments directly to children in Head Start centers. The effort is
supported by a grant from The Duke Endowment, awarded to expand oral health services for children across the state.

School- and center-based programs reach children who might otherwise go without an oral health provider. By
delivering care where children already are, the program removes common barriers to treatment like transportation, and
time away from school and work for appointments making preventive care more accessible to the families.

A Meaningful Partnership

At the center of SBOHI's work is a partnership with Families and Communities Rising (FCR), a Durham-based
organization whose Head Start centers serve more than 500 children between the ages of two and five...
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...FCR's mission to support families and strengthen communities aligns closely with SBOHI's goal of ensuring that
every child has access to preventive oral health care.

Through this partnership, SBOHI provides preventive dental care to eligible children across FCR's Head Start
centers, bringing portable dental equipment to the center and setting it up on site. These preventive services are
especially important in early childhood, when tooth decay can develop quickly, and many children have not
yet established a dental home.

For children who need further treatment, or a place to call their dental home once they leave the Head
Start program, the Adams School of Dentistry (ASoD) Pediatric Dentistry clinic in Chapel Hill is ready to see
them. Following the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry's definition, the program aims to give each child a dental
home: oral health care that is continuous, comprehensive, and accessible over time.

April Site Visit: Care in Action

In April 2026, SBOHI conducted its first site visit, to FCR's West Seminary location, where the team delivered
dental screenings, cleanings, and fluoride varnish to enrolled children. Nearly 45% of the children seen had unmet
dental treatment needs and were referred for follow-up care to our clinic in Chapel Hill and to local providers. The
findings underscore how much unmet need exists even among very young children, and how vital timely access to care
is for this population.

Just as telling was the response on the ground. Parents were grateful, FCR staff were delighted, and the children
were thrilled to meet a dentist at their own center with big-toothed stuffed toys and stickers included.

Connecting with Stakeholders and Families

SBOHI's engagement has reached well beyond the clinic. In May 2026, our team joined FCR staff and stakeholders
at the FCR Health Services Advisory Committee (HSAC) meeting to share knowledge and information.
Our team presented on the importance of early childhood oral health to the committee.

Soon after, the team joined the FCR Fun Fair, a community celebration that brings together program partners,
children, and families. Members of the Department of Pediatric Dentistry, along with student volunteers, handed out
oral health education and dental hygiene supplies to encourage preventive care habits in a welcoming, family-friendly
setting. Events like the HSAC meeting and the Fun Fair are a reminder that oral health promotion works best when it
meets families where they are.

Moving Forward

The work underway with FCR is an early but meaningful step toward better
oral health for the children who need it most. As SBOHI develops its long-term
plans under the grant, the lessons learned at FCR's existing Head Start sites will
shape how services expand to additional centers.

The program also looks ahead to involving
dental students in this work. Hands-on
experience in school- and community-based
care offers aspiring clinicians invaluable
training and helps shape a next generation of
dental providers who see community-based care
as a cornerstone of dental public health. These
are providers who will be equipped and
comfortable serving the children who need them
most.
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Welcome to our new adjunct clinical faculty!

We are thrilled to announce and welcome Jina Yoo (2011) and Anne Baker (2019), who as of July
Ist, have officially joined us as part-time adjunct clinical Pediatric Dentistry faculty. We are especially
excited about Jina and Anne's appointments, as both are graduates and dedicated alumni of our
pediatric dentistry graduate program!

Jina Yoo joins us as an Adjunct Associate Professor. Since completing her MS,
pediatric dentistry residency, and global health certificate at UNC, she has
maintained a strong teaching link with our department. She previously served as a
full-time clinical pediatric dentistry faculty member at UNC, before founding and
directing Mebane Pediatric Dentistry. Jina will be with us two full days a week,
serving as an attending and mentor of both pediatric dentistry residents and dental
students at the Durham County Health Department dental clinic on Tuesdays, and at
the ASoD on Wednesdays.

Anne Baker joins us as an Adjunct Assistant Professor. A true Tar Heel, Anne
completed her DDS, GPR, pediatric dentistry residency, and MPH all at UNC. She
has remained consistently involved with our department since graduation, notably as
a regular lecturer in our Principles of Pediatric Dentistry (PPD) course. Alongside
her private practice experience at Raleigh Pediatric Dentistry, Anne will be joining
us two Thursdays a month to serve as an attending and mentor for our pediatric
dentistry residents and dental students. We are fortunate to have two such
exceptional alumni expanding their roles to help train the next generation of
pediatric dentists at UNC!

Welcome to the Admin Team!

Welcome to our new team member, Caroline Ingraham to the department—we’re so glad to
have her join our team as Patient Navigator for the predoc clinic! Caroline is a graduate of The
Ohio State University with a degree in Strategic Communication and a minor in Spanish, and she
has a strong background in outreach, organization, and collaboration.

We’re excited to work with Caroline and look forward to the great contributions she’ll make.
Please help us give her a warm welcome!

Welcome to our new research hires!

Tatiana Fedotova, DMD, PhD, has joined our Department as Research Coordinator for the NIDCR-
funded Dental-Child Interaction Training (DCIT) project. Tatiana holds a Doctor of Dental Medicine
(DMD) with Honors, a Residency in Prosthodontics, and a PhD in Medicine. She brings over seven
years of specialized experience in clinical dental practice, dental academia, and clinical trial
coordination, having previously served as a practicing dentist and prosthodontist, an Associate
vy Professor at RUDN University, and a hospital-based Clinical Research Coordinator and Team Lead.

— ™~ Working with Kimon Divaris at the UNC site of the DCIT study, she will oversee participant
recruitment, clinical data collection using REDCap, and the coordination of educational training workshops designed to
equip dental practitioners with positive, evidence-based behavior management skills for children’s dental care.

| Maria Camila Restrepo has joined our Department as a Research Assistant working with Miguel

Simancas-Pallares. Maria Camila is a dentist, epidemiologist, and researcher born and raised in
Medellin, Colombia. She recently moved from Baltimore, Maryland, after completing a Master of
Science in Epidemiology at Johns Hopkins University and earning her dental degree from CES
University in Medellin. Drawing on both her clinical and public health training, her research examines
the social and structural determinants of health and applies epidemiological and implementation
science approaches to translate evidence into community-centered interventions. In her free time, she
enjoys attending concerts, dancing, playing the piano, and singing. She's currently looking for a choir to join in the area.
A fun fact: she's fluent in English, Spanish, and German, and spent nine months in Germany as an exchange student.
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Remembering Eugene Fredrick Howden (1971) of Pinehurst

Gene left us in January at age 83 after a long, courageous, and dignified fight with Parkinson’s Disease. We want to
express our sincerest and heartfelt condolences to his spouse Linda and their children Jeff and Kim, as well as their
spouses and families. Gene and Linda have four grandchildren, two of whom graduated in May—one from Davidson
College and Furman University. No doubt Gene was there celebrating them in spirit!

Gene was a native of Winter Park, Florida and a three-time Tar Heel alumnus. Most of you who are reading
this Newsletter will remember him as the highly professional and long-term owner of Chapel Hill Pediatric
Dentistry (28 years). In addition, he served on the Orange County Board of Health and was a valuable consultant to
the NC Medicaid Program, playing a key consulting role to the NC Attorney General in overseeing compliance and
regulatory enforcement. It is not an exaggeration to say he was a key player and consultant in saving the Medicaid
Program from a disastrous outcome back in the early 1980s while he was assisting the Attorney General and FBI
with Medicaid fraud issues. He was a champion of child advocacy par excellence in an era when child advocacy had
not yet come into vogue.

Few will be old enough to recall Gene as a foundational leader of the North Carolina Academy of Pediatric
Dentistry (NCAPD) in the early 1970s. He served extended time as the Secretary-Treasurer before he began
serving in the other offices and then as President in 1979-80. Gene was a consistent leader with an indefatigable spirit
and amazing attention to detail.

Most readers will also be too young to recall Gene as the original UNC Pediatric Dental DDS Program Director
(1971-79) before he retired and entered private practice. He was a gifted and much beloved teacher and is the
department’s only winner of the enviable Richard F. Hunt Award for Teaching Excellence. He was a fine institutional
citizen in the department and at the School of Dentistry. He was a champion leader for the Annual Campus-

Wide United Way Campaign, as it was known in the 1970’s. Brauer Hall still echoes with his exuberance when he
received word the 1979 campaign had met its financial goal; he was, at the time, the Campaign Coordinator for the
entire Carolina Campus.

In 2020, Gene was asked to attend the annual NCAPD-UNC Alumni Reception under false pretenses. He had been
told that his old boss and colleague, Ted Oldenburg (1962), would receive a special award. Instead, we announced the
Gene Howden Fellowship Fund in Pediatric Dentistry. Gene was certainly surprised by the honor and celebration of his
consistent teaching, leadership and support of UNC and our department. It was a memorable evening!

With Gene’s foresight and with gratitude to Linda and their family, the Howden Fellowship Fund received a
generous bequest from Gene’s estate, which will continue to support departmental resident stipends in perpetuity. We
are so thankful for their continued generosity and our ability to honor Gene and his legacy in the pediatric dental and
wider communities.

(above photo) Remembering Ted Oldenburg (1962) (above photo) Jessica Lee, Linda Howden, Gene
and Gene Howden (1971), pictured in Pinehurst with Howden, Thanksgiving 2019, Pinehurst
Linda Howden in May, 2019.
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Congrats to Gail Rohlfing (1996) of Greensboro who has been
named Interim Chair of the Department of Growth and Development at
the University of Nebraska Medical Center College of Dentistry
(UNMCSOD) where she is an Assistant Professor and DDS Program
Director. The UNMC College of Dentistry recently hosted
LaRee Johnson (1999) of Raleigh as a guest lecturer for the pediatric
dental residents. Tegwyn Hughes Brickhouse (2002) of Bismarck,
ND joined Gail and LaRee in Omaha for a mini UNC Peds Dent
Reunion.

(Photo) Left to right: Gail Rohlfing (1996) of Greensboro, LaRee Johnson (1999)
of Raleigh, Tegwyn Hughes (2002) of Bismarck, ND. Image taken in the University
of Nebraska Residency Clinic in Omaha, NE

11 iy

Congratulations to alum, Christopher Adams (2023), for
being awarded the Capital Area Dental Society “New Dentist
of the Year” for 2025/26 (left) and the Dr Fricke Mentoring
Award (right)!




Las Vegas, May 2026

AAPD Meeting
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News From the Predoctoral Program

We had an exciting spring semester. With commencement just behind us, we are happy to announce that our
students continue to accrue significant clinical experiences in pediatric dentistry, and we extend congratulations to our
class of 2026! The class of 2026 had 89 graduates with seven applying to
pediatric dentistry residency programs. We had six matches with
institutions/programs across the country: University of Florida,
Gainesville (Henry Brooks), University of Pennsylvania (Yamini
Pandrapagada), University of Washington, Seattle (Anna Zheng), and the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill—we are very lucky that
Ysabella Gallo and Avery Spangler are staying three more years with
us!

To recognize the hard work and dedication to pediatric dentistry,
during the DDS Program Spurgeon Banquet, we traditionally present the
AAPD Certificate of Merit award to one dental student. This year,
we were proud to announce the award to Henry Brooks. Henry has a
brilliant future ahead in the field, and we cannot wait to see him back (above photo) Kimon Divaris (2011) and Jessica Lee

in North Carolina after his residency program—we wish him all the ~ (2002) presenting the 2026 AAPD Certificate of
best while in Florida! Merit Award to Henry Brooks.

wm
|
i

Dental students are the bright future of pediatric dentistry. For these
reasons, the AAPD has a dedicated space for them via the chapters—
institutional organizations of dental students, and that are (usually)
exploring a future interest in pediatric dentistry. We have a chapter here
at school that has a long-standing leadership trajectory. Currently, our
chapter has 54 student members from all classes. In this issue of our
newsletter, and in the role of their faculty advisor, I wanted to take a
moment to highlight the outstanding work our chapter is doing. As with

many other organizations, they do follow a collegial leadership structure
i }:‘ A% apd currently, the chapter co-presidents are Sydney 'Danz.e and Raven
(above photo) UNC AAPD Chapter Executive Team. Sims, both members of the DDS class of 2027. Their social media
Upper row, from left to right: Brian Kelly (DDS Class Presence is strong, and you can find them on Instagram as

0f 2027), Ryan Millan (DDS Class of 2028), Sean @tinytarheelteeth in case you want to follow them!
Ahn (DDS Class 0f2027), Ben Lee (DDS Class of

2026), Anna Zheng (DDS Class of 2026), Sydney Throughout the year, they organize multiple activities such as resident

Danze (DDS Class of 2027). Lower row, from leftto  _ - . . . ) .
right: Raven Sims (DDS Class of 2027), Rachel Gal- student mixers, visits to offices in the area, faculty-student panels and in

lo (DDS Class of 2028), Alexandra Ellison (DDS preparation for residency applications, journal clubs, fundraising and
Class of 2028), and Kianna Dao (DDS Class of (among many other things) leadership activities for the annual Give
2027). Kids A Smile—they do it all! All these activities are entirely student-led.

A highlight of these activities also includes a periodic journal club wherein
they invite faculty and clinicians to discuss topics of interest in pediatric
dentistry over lunch—it has been a wonderful opportunity for them to
expand their scientific curiosity and promote engagement with the
profession.

(right photo) student/
resident social mixer.

: 2% ( \(
(above photo) visit to Carolina Pediatric
Dentistry with LaRee Johnson (1999)
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This year, and thanks to the extremely well-organized work and leadership efforts from the chapter and in
collaboration with the GKAS chairs, we had a successful Give Kids A Smile (GKAS) day. Over 170 patients and
families were seen, and this could not have been possible without all their hard work. Notably, their fundraising efforts
were superb! This year, the student group organizing GKAS fundraised slightly over $30K in donations—such a
historical mark! Thank you to all our donors and sponsors that made this beautiful event possible.

(right photo) 2026 GKAS Ex-
ecutive Team (from left to
right): Hannah Archer (DDS
class of 2027), Ra-

chel Gallo (DDS class of
2028), Sydney Danze (DDS AP
class of 2027), Alejandra Mel- [ &
la-Velasquez (DDS class of ¥
2028), Sean Ahn (DDS class
of 2027), and Raven

Sims (DDS class of 2027).

(above photo) Sydney Danze (DDS class of
2027), Meredith Murphy (North Carolina Den-
tal Society), Miguel Simancas (Class of 2022),
Sean Ahn (DDS class of 2027), and Kimon Di-
varis.

Announcing the Keels Family Pediatric Dental Research Fellowship

We are thrilled to announce the establishment of the Keels Family Pediatric Dental
Research Fellowship, an exciting new endowment dedicated to advancing the future of
our specialty. This newly created fund will provide support for pediatric dentistry
residents' stipends while specifically recognizing and rewarding meritorious research
carried out by our trainees.

We extend our deepest gratitude to Martha Ann Keels (1990) for her generosity and
perpetual support of our program. This fellowship was established to honor the legacy
of her father, Dr. Cameron H. Keels, who loved practicing dentistry in Morganton, NC,
for 52 years. An exceptional lifelong learner who earned both his Fellowship and
Master’s from the Academy of General Dentistry, he deeply valued evidence-based
clinical practice and would undoubtedly be proud to support the advancement of dental
research today.

A champion of resident education and scientific inquiry, Martha Ann continues to

NS make a profound impact on our program and the trainees who represent the future of
oupos™ & our profession. Thank you, Martha Ann, for your enduring commitment to excellence in
pediatric dentistry!
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Residents’ Corner

Caylen: It’s crazy to think that second year is coming to a close and I’m almost a third year! Time has
really flown by. I have officially completed my role of CRA this spring after being CRH in the fall. I
have learned a ton and I'm looking forward to using this new knowledge as I spend more time

in clinic this summer! Outside of residency, I am excited to get into some reading and journaling this
summer as well as enjoying the warm weather!

Samantha: Second year has flown by and been a whirlwind. Wrapping up my research, completing
the first year of MPH, and completing my hospital OR rotation as CRH has kept me very

. busy! I’'m thrilled to be the CRA this summer and welcome a new class of residents but will miss our
W |\ 3rd years. It’s hard to believe Sophia, Caylen, and I will be entering our third year together but hoping
\ for a great year!

Sophia: I'm excited to have kicked off my rotation in the OR this summer while also helping plan a
great interview weekend to welcome our applicants to Chapel Hill this fall! I recently wrapped up my
first year in the MPH program in Health Policy and am looking forward to starting my summer
practicum with the AAPD RPC, assessing oral health initiatives within the Rural Health
Transformation program. In addition, I will be stepping into my role as the incoming Sam Harris

Fellow with the AAPD, where I’ll be evaluating the impact of G0330 in North Carolina’s ambulatory
# surgical centers. I’ll round out a busy (and exciting!) summer with my wedding in Colorado!

Osagie: I can’t believe my first year is almost over! I have learned so much in clinic and in
seminars/classes! I am looking forward to my rotations with anesthesia and pediatric medicine this
summer! We recently completed our anesthesia didactic course, so it’ll be nice to apply some of the
things we’ve learned to the rotation. Outside of residency, I've been able to spend time with my
fiancée and family. We are moving in a few weeks, so we’re excited about this new transition!

Valentina: Time has flown by! I cant believe I am wrapping up my first year. I feel like I have
learned so much already both in clinic and in classes. I am super excited to start my peds med and
anesthesia rotations and feel so grateful to be a part of such a well-rounded program. Outside of
residency, I have been enjoying reading, spending time in the sun, and playing with my very
active dog (Lulu!).

Parker: It’s hard to believe it’s almost the end of my first year of residency! I’ve gained so much
knowledge over the last year, both didactically and clinically. I am looking forward to anesthesia and
pediatric medicine rotations this summer and starting the MPH in Health Policy in the fall. My
husband and I have a few national park trips coming up- if you have recommendations for Great Basin
or New River Gorge, let us know!

Our new third year residents, Caylen Davis (DDS, UNC),
Samantha Glover (DDS, UNC) and Sophia Pankratz
(DDS, Nebraska) are excited to be entering into their last year of
residency. All three have served as Chief Resident for the Hospital
and Chief Resident for Administration this past year. In addition,
they have been immersed in their research and will be bringing it all
together over the coming months. Caylen and her husband -
have settled into married life and recently celebrated their second N ADRMS SCHOOL OF
anniversary, and Samantha got engaged to Alex, an oral surgery 4 T - DENTISTRY
resident, last spring. Sophia will be getting married in August h
and we w1sh her and Nick all the best! What a wonderful time for all ﬂ 3
three of them!

The new second year residents, Osagie Ekue (DDS, UCSF), Parker Norman (DDS, U Penn) and Valentina
Roa (DDS, UNC) are currently on their anesthesia and pediatric medicine rotations. They have been busy as well
getting their research projects in full motion and attending the Pediatric Oral Health Advocacy Conference in
Washington DC and the AAPD Annual Meeting in Las Vegas. They will soon become our chief residents of the
hospital and administration. It is hard to believe they have finished their first year.
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Kaitlin: After graduation, I will be staying in my hometown of Chapel Hill and working at a
local private practice. I am excited to start this next chapter along with my husband, Mark,
and our one-year-old, Lucy! I will miss seeing my UNC Pediatric Dentistry family regularly,
but I am glad to be close by.

Jason: After graduation, I will be sticking around the Triangle area and enjoying the newly
married life! Still in the process of finalizing specific plans but, after 11 years here, I am
looking forward to being just close enough to Chapel Hill!

Michelle: Michael and I are excited to be expecting our first child this November! We’ll be
remaining in Chapel Hill as I work in temporary positions before transitioning into a perma-
nent role in the new year and preparing for life as new parents.

On Tuesday June 30, we said goodbye to
Michelle Kim, Jason L1n and Kaitlin Wilson as they
finished the program and are now pediatric dentists!
We are so proud of them and all their
accomplishments over the past 3 years. Of course, it
is bittersweet to say goodbye but it is more like “see
you soon” as we can’t wait for them to start the next g
chapter of their careers! We are all happy to
welcome them as alumni, and they are forever a : L
part of UNC Pediatric Dentistry! Over their time i
here, there have been lots of laughs, hard work, ADAMS SCHOOL OF
life milestones, and many children served in Chapel - DENTISTRY
Hill and surrounding communities. We celebrated ~
them on June 12 at our annual Resident’s Banquet.
It is so fun for our entire team to be together as one |
community and honor our residents!

Kaitlin will be staying right here in Chapel Hill . :
and working at Franklin Street Pediatric Dentistry. Michelle and Jason will also be staying in the triangle area in
private practice and will update us when their plans are finalized. As a side note Jason got married on June 26 and we
wish him and Laura the best! We can’t wait to hear how things are going and look forward to following your
careers. We are so proud of all three of you!




UNC Pediatric Dentistry Summer 2026 Page 14

Residents Corner

WUelcame!

Ysabella: It is amazing how fast dental school went by! Immediately after graduation, I plan to
travel, spend time with family and friends, and get settled in my new apartment. I look forward to
starting residency this summer and exploring this next chapter!

Avery: As I finish dental school, I am looking forward to traveling with friends and family and
taking a little time to recharge. I recently moved into a new apartment and am enjoying getting
everything set up. [ am so excited to continue my journey in Chapel Hill and start residency this
summer!

Sending out a big UNC WELCOME to
our new first year residents, Ysabella
Gallo (DDS, UNC) and Avery Spangler
(DDS, UNC). They are featured in another
place in the Newsletter, so be sure to read
the article to learn more about them. We
are so lucky to have such great
residents who work so hard for each
and every day learning and providing
optimal oral health care for all the children
we treat here at UNC Pediatric Dentistry.
Please say hello when you see one
of them.
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On July 1, Ysabella Gallo and Avery Spangler started in our program! We are so glad to have them join us
and can’t wait for all our alumni to meet them. Both are ready to hit the ground running and are immersed in orientation
activities! We welcome them as new members to the UNC Pediatric Dentistry family.
So, let’s get to know them:

Ysabella Gallo, a native of Florida, earned her Bachelor of Science degree from Boston College in 2021 and
received her DDS degree this past May from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She has earned many
honors and awards throughout college and dental school. In addition, she has been a leader and participated as a
teaching assistant while in dental school. Ysabella has been heavily involved in giving back to the profession and her
community, in numerous volunteering and leadership roles. This included Give Kids A Smile and Big Brothers and Big
Sisters of America. She will be pursuing a Master’s in Public Health and a Certificate in Pediatric Dentistry.

Fun Fact: Ysabella is on a mission to perfect the ultimate at home matcha latte!

Avery Spangler grew up in Winston-Salem and received her Bachelor of Science degree in Public Health in
Nutrition from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She continued her studies at UNC and received her DDS
degree from the UNC Adams School of Dentistry this past May. Leadership and service are not new to Avery and she
has served both in the dental school and in the community at large participating in Give Kids A Smile and SECU family
house volunteer. She served as a teaching assistant in the DDS preclinical course in prosthodontics. She will be
pursuing a Master’s in Public Health and Certificate in Pediatric Dentistry.

Fun Fact: Avery has a love for soccer and while in dental school she has been a YMCA soccer coach.

Lobby Day 2026
Washington, DC




UNC Pediatric Dentistry Summer 2026 Page 16

Residents Corner

Resident Research Updates

Laying the Groundwork

Our first- and second-year residents are making meaningful strides as they develop and advance their research
projects. Our first-year residents, Osagie Ekue, Parker Norman and Valentina Roa, have each settled into their
projects with great momentum. Osagie is working with Ann Sanders, Jeannie Ginnis and Rhonda Stephens on a
descriptive study of the relationship between per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) exposure and dental caries
using NHANES 2011-2018 data. This is a timely inquiry into environmental influences on oral health. Parker is
working with Caroline Sawicki, Mitchell Levine, Linda Sangalli and Roopali Kulkarni on “Early Dental Risk Screening
for Pediatric Sleep Disordered Breathing,” with IRB modifications underway and participant enrollment in
progress. Parker also presented a related poster on management strategies for pediatric obstructive sleep apnea at the
AAPD Annual Meeting in May. Valentina is actively in the clinical trial phase of her project on animal-assisted
therapy effects on children with special health care needs, working with Caroline Sawicki, Laura Jacox and Jeannie
Ginnis. Our second-year residents are advancing with notable energy. Samantha Glover has completed data analysis
for her clinical trial evaluating the effects of omega-3 polyunsaturated fatty acids in pediatric migraine patients, working
with Caroline Sawicki, Raz Shaikh, Kimon Divaris, and Ann Sanders. Caylen Davis is working with Kimon Divaris,
Jeannie Ginnis and Di Wu on the occurrence of natal and neonatal teeth over a twelve-year period within the UNC
Health System, with her IRB application currently under review. Sophia Pankratz has received IRB approval and
obtained her dataset from the Sheps Center for her study on the impact and utilization of G0330 in North Carolina’s
Ambulatory Surgical Centers, and is preparing to begin data analysis with Jessica Lee, Poojan Shrestha,
Halley White and Mark Casey.

Crossing the Finish Line

Our third-year residents, Michelle Kim, Jason Lin, and Kaitlin Wilson successfully crossed the finish line! All
three defended their Master’s theses and presented their research at the UNC Adams School of Dentistry Annual
Research Day and at the AAPD Annual Meeting in Las Vegas. Michelle completed her study, “Oral Health
Determinants and Access in Cleft Lip and Palate,” with Poojan Shrestha, Ronald Strauss, Tim Wright and Amelia
Drake. Jason completed his investigation of “Influences of Parenting Styles on Behavioral Outcomes of Pediatric
Dental Visits” with Miguel Simancas-Pallares, Jeannie Ginnis and Laura Villa-Torres (Gillings School of Global Public
Health). Kaitlin completed her research on “Parent Supervised Toothbrushing and Associated Barriers and Facilitators
in Young Children” with Poojan Shrestha, Kimon Divaris and Cameron Randall (University of Washington, School of
Dentistry). Congratulations to Michelle, Jason, and Kaitlin on this tremendous accomplishment!
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Generosity of Alumni and Friends

Below is the list of gifts received by the Department of Pediatric Dentistry and Dental Public Health as reported from the Dental
Foundation of North Carolina for the calendar year 2025. Your generous and thoughtful gifts are gratefully acknowledged
below. We express our most sincere “thank you” for your continued support. Your gifts support our residents’
training, improves our graduate student learning center, acquires new technology and provide additional opportunities to enrich the
residents’ educational experience. State and university support continues to be unpredictable and has made your support ever more

critical.

Page 18

Gifts received are invested and the interest from the funds is used to meet our graduate program needs described throughout
this Newsletter. Your commitment to improving the graduate program is not lost on our residents, and it continues to cement the
bonds among our past, present and future alumni and friends. Thank you very much.

GIFTS TO PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

$25,000 plus

Martha Ann Keels & Dennis Clements

111

Michael & Sandra Roberts
William Vann, Jr.

$10,000 plus

Antonio & Mary Braithwaite
Bryan & Renea Cobb

James Congleton III

Kerry Dove

Nitsa Gilbert

Michael Ignelzi, Jr. & Lisa Maness
David Moore

Jordan Olsen

Zhengyan (Maria) Wang
$5,000 plus

James & Jan Brittain

Pamela & Matthew Coan
Eugene* & Linda Howden
Jessica Lee

Thomas & Lisa Mclver
James Nickman

Dorothy Pang & Chee Fai Lee
Gina & Victor Spangler 111
Felicia Swinney & Charles Shavers
Anupama & Matthew Tate
$3,000 plus

Scott Cashion

Dave* & Arnica Foulkes
Martha Hardaway & Daniel Nguyen
Bien Lai & Shijia Hu
Katherine & David Lambert
Jennifer & Rafael Rivera, Jr.
Mindy & Robert Turner
$2,000 plus

Jenna & Brett Alvey
Jennifer & Rick Jackson

Ivy Brisbin

William & Cathy Chambers
John & Lorie Christensen
Jeannie Ginnis

Ryan & Amy Haldeman
James & Pamela Kessaris
Linwood & Catherine Long

$2,000 plus cont...
David & Shelley Olson’
Piedmont Dental Specialists

(Charles-Thomas Cooke & Oscar

Mvula)

Lauren Sanzone & Jason Tapley
Matthew & Grace Savage
Poojan Shrestha

Miguel Simancas Pallares
Steven & Shannon Smiley

J. Timothy Wright

$1,000 plus

Christopher Adams

Suzanne & Nicholas Baker

K. Jean Beauchamp

Thomas & Teresa Bouwens
Richard & Rushani Brooks
Karen Bruschke

Jacqueline Burgette

Phillip & Sally Caldwell
Chatham Pediatric Dentistry
(Alexandra Boudreau & Kevin
Ricker)

Robert Delarosa

Gary Dilley

Kevin Donly

Allison Eggleson

Henry Fields, Jr.

Matthew & Julie Goslee
Ronald Hsu

Leslee & James Huggins
Rhonda Kearney

Rebecca King & Roy Piscitello
Shari Kohn

Kelly Lipp

Amr Moursi

Shannitta Bridgers Norman
Bhavna & Thomas Pahel, Jr.
Kate & Brian Pierce

Michael & Shannon Rossitch
Scott Schwartz & Joseph Lisle
Jean Spratt

Marian Melvin Stephenson
Angela Stout

Pendleton & Kate Waldron
Jane Weintraub & Christopher
Barker

Donald Wolfe

$500 plus

Joel Berg

Morgan Biddle

Erica & Bradley Brecher
Meredith & Warren Byrd
Sindhura Citineni & Thomas
Thekkekandam

Roslyn Crisp

Elizabeth Prada & Victor Da Costa
Meredith & Robert Davis
Kimon Divaris & Laura Villa-
Torres

Sharon & Michael Harrell
John Iwasaki

Sean & Amber Murdock
Caroline Sawicki & Spencer Wade
Judson Spalding

Jina Kang Yoo

$200 plus

Steven & Catherine Cline
Jennifer & Alexander Crisp
Deborah Menius

Elizabeth Shick

State Employees’ Combined Cam-
paign

Chester “Skip” & Susan Tyson
Bruce Weiner

$100 plus

Michael & Tasha Hasty
Steven & Barcey Levy

Angie & Duff Rardin

James & Barbara Stone

Other gifts

Bobby Collins II

GIFTS TO DENTAL PUBLIC
HEALTH

$10,000 plus

Jane Weintraub & Christopher
Barker

*Deceased
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Publications — July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026
1. Sawicki, C. M., & Sangalli, L. (2026). Temporomandibular disorders in children and adolescents: an underexplored
condition in need of developmentally informed diagnostic guidance. Pain Management, 1-18.

2. Cook S, Quinonez RB, Keels MA, Mihas P, Brian ZA. Improving perinatal oral health care access Consumer sug-
gestions for change. ] Am Dent Assoc. 2026.

3. Wilson R, Somani N, Arias N, Berrocal A, Chen C, Chen X, Cole E, Ehrich P, Faupel TC, Ferrone P, Fete T, Fete M,
Fusco F, Goldberg M, Grange DK, Han I, Hartnett ME, King A, Monnet J, Nudleman E, Parraga S, Rosain J, Salois M,
Schwaninger M, Spinosa E, Thangarajan S, Van Otterloo E, Wright T, Montezuma S, Campbell JP. Report From the
International Conference on Incontinentia Pigmenti: Translating Discovery to Therapy. Am J Med Genet A. 2026.

4. Dill MD, Girnary M, Alves T, Divaris K, Walters G, Coelho Pessoa Santos P, Preisser H, Moss K, Marchesan JT.
Optimization of the Ligature-induced Periodontitis Mouse Model for Preclinical Research. J Vis Exp. 2026.

5. McNeilly HB, Quinonez R, Nesbit S, Uyan D, Little JW. Developing a Custom Artificial Intelligence Chatbot to Sup-
port Informed Consent Instruction in Preclinical Dental Education. J Dent Educ. 2026.

6. Khor B, Soares GH, Haag DG, Mejia G, Luzzi L, Jamieson L, Santiago PHR. Examining the Psychometric Properties
of the Ultra-Short Version of the Oral Health Impact Profile in Australia. Community Dent Oral Epidemiol. 2026.

7. Rancafio KM, Zhao X, Munnich E, Whaley C, Lee JY, Kranz AM. Dental Surgeries in Hospitals and Surgery Centers
for Children With Developmental Disabilities. Hosp Pediatr. 2026;16(5).

8. Sawicki CM, Sangalli L. Impact of Virtual Patient-Based Learning on Temporomandibular Disorder Knowledge
Among Dental Students: A Pre-Post Study. J Dent Educ. 2026.

9. Southern T, Sangalli L, Marando CA, Sawicki CM. Orthodontists’ Perceived Knowledge, Confidence, and Clinical
Practices in Pediatric Temporomandibular Disorders. Children (Basel). 2026;13(4).

10. Veazie M, Divaris K, Star J, Mihas P, Cashion S, Ginnis J. Examining Dental Care Transition for Individuals with
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities in North Carolina: A Qualitative Study. N C Med J. 2026;87(1).

11. Fosse C, Mann L, Veazie M, Vartanian B, Gosnell ES, Webb J, Lee JY. Policy Levers to Support the Transi-

tion From Pediatric to Adult Dental Care for People With Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. J Public Health
Dent. 2026;86(S1).

12. Dhar V, Marghalani AA, Amini H, Brickhouse T, Caffrey E, Jayaraman J, Keels MA, Messner A, Patterson KK,
Raol N, Shrestha P, Stark CM, Susarla HK, Thomas J. Diagnostic Assessment of Ankyloglossia and Associa-
tion With Infant Feeding Challenges: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis-Part 1. Pediatr Dent. 2026;48(2).

13. Dhar V, Marghalani AA, Amini H, Brickhouse T, Caffrey E, Jayaraman J, Keels MA, Messner A, Patterson KK,
Raol N, Shrestha P, Stark CM, Susarla HK, Thomas J. Frenotomy for Ankyloglossia Associated With Feeding Chal-
lenges in Infants: Effectiveness, Technique, and Safety-A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis, Part

2. Pediatr Dent. 2026;48(2).

14. Musskopf ML, Tittemore A, Stadler AF, Susin C, Uyan DC, Stewart D, Guthmiller JM, Quinonez
RB. Determining Entrustment and Practice Readiness in Dental Education: Learner Samples. J Dent Educ. 2026.

15. Carrasco-Labra A, Urquhart O, Bhosale AS, Verdugo-Paiva F, Martins-Pfeifer CC, Aravamudhan K, Vujicic
M, Wright T, Glick M. American Dental Association living evidence—informed guidelines Shaping the future of clinical
and public oral health decision making. J Am Dent Assoc. 2026;157(3).

16. Sangalli L, Sawicki CM. Sex differences in pain and psychosocial burden in adolescent temporomandibular disor-
ders. J Oral Facial Pain Headache. 2026.
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17. Sangalli L, Sawicki CM. Temporomandibular disorders-related symptoms and associated comorbidities in children
and adolescents: A BigMouth data repository cross-sectional study. J Oral Facial Pain Headache. 2026.

18. Prasad S, Brian Z, Quinonez R. Beyond Implementation: Evaluation as the Engine of Lasting Change in Dental
Education. J Dent Educ. 2026;90(3).

19. Roa V, Castro M, Sangalli L, Jacox L, Sawicki CM. Parent Perceptions of Animal-Assisted Therapy for Pediatric
Dental Patients with Special Health Care Needs: A Pilot Survey Study. [Journal not identified]. 2026;48(1).

20. Simancas-Pallares MA. Response to the Letter to the Editor. Pediatr Dent. 2026;48(1).

21. Judd J, Brian ZA. The Role, Modality, and Ethos of Ethics and Professionalism Instruction in Predoctoral Dental
Programs. J Dent Educ. 2026.

22. Andrews RJ, Divaris K, White RP, Chung CJ, Nelson JC, Nguyen T. Three-dimensional insights into miniscrew-
assisted rapid palatal expansion asymmetry: A novel cone-beam computed tomography—based analysis. Am J Orthod
Dentofacial Orthop. 2026;169(4).

23. Fontana M, Wright JT, Loeschner K, Zero DT. Navigating the complex regulatory landscape of some fluoride car-
ies therapies in the United States The burden to clinicians. J] Am Dent Assoc. 2026;157(4).

24. Brian ZA. Integrating Policy Advocacy and Systems Change Into Dental Education: A Framework for Preparing
Future Oral Health Leaders. J Dent Educ. 2026.

25. Benavides E, Krecioch JR, Allareddy T, Buchanan A, Keels MA, Mascarenhas AK, Duong M, O'Brien KK, Ziegler
KM, Lipman RD, Connolly RT, Cevidanes L, Cordell K, Elangovan S, Fouad AF, Gonzalez-Cabezas

C, Huja SS, Kademani D, Khan A, Malik A, Pannu D, Peacock ZS, Ramos M, Rios HF, Sedghizadeh P, Romero-Reyes
M, Hawkins J, Sarvas EW, Yepes J. American Dental Association and American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial
Radiology patient selection for dental radiography and cone-beam computed tomography Clinical recommendations.
Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol. 2026;141(3).

26. Benavides E, Krecioch JR, Allareddy T, Buchanan A, Keels MA, Mascarenhas AK, Duong M, O'Brien KK, Ziegler
KM, Lipman RD, Connolly RT, Cevidanes L, Cordell K, Elangovan S, Fouad AF, Gonzalez-Cabezas

C, Huja SS, Kademani D, Khan A, Malik A, Pannu D, Peacock ZS, Ramos M, Rios HF, Sedghizadeh P, Romero-Reyes
M, Hawkins J, Sarvas EW, Yepes J. American Dental Association and American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial

Radiology patient selection for dental radiography and cone-beam computed tomography Clinical recommendations. J
Am Dent Assoc. 2026;157(1).

27. Jones EP, Quinonez RB, Little JW, Alkhadra R, Ribeiro A, Carrasco-Labra A, Andresen C. Creating Open Educa-
tional Resources in Health Professions Education: Lessons Learned From the University of North Carolina's Adams
School of Dentistry. ] Med Educ Curric Dev. 2026;13.

28. Marando CA, Sangalli L, Ayscue R, Singh S, Southern T, Iskander J, Xie J, Ben-Israel P, Sawicki CM. Characteriz-
ing pain and psychosocial profiles in adolescents with temporomandibular disorders A cross-sectional case-control
study. J Am Dent Assoc. 2025;157(4).

29. Teles F, Chandrasekaran G, Martin L, Shrestha P, Moss K, Patel M, Kallan MJ, Furquim C, Cucchiara AJ, Beck JD,
North KE, Glessner J, Divaris K. Genome-wide association study of periodontitis severity and progression.
J Periodontol. 2025;97(2).

30. Munabi IG, Kamulegeya A, Kalanzi D, Kateete DP, Semitala FC, Mwesigwa C, Kalungi S, Cameron JE, Divaris
K, Buwembo W. High prevalence and atypical genotype distribution of oral human Papillomavirus in an East African
HIV cohort: a cross-sectional study. BMC Infect Dis. 2025;25(1).

31. Ahmed AT, Kratunova E, Dean JA, Wright T, Khader Y, Alrayyes S. Perspectives of US pediatric dentistry faculty
on the clinical management of molar hypomineralization. J] Am Dent Assoc. 2025;157(2).
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32. Alves T, Swanson KV, Girnary MS, Freire M, Moss K, Divaris K, Beck J, Santos PCP, Brickey WJ, Wrobel JA,
Min HY, Syed M, Morelli T, Seaman WT, Preisser JS, Hu D, Preisser H, Makhanova N, Susin C, Vias NP, Styner M,
Zhang S, Pirih FQ, Chang J, Gill HS, Lietzan AD, Webster-Cyriaque J, Ting JPY, Marchesan JT. Inflammasome target-
ing for periodontitis prevention is sex dependent. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA. 2025;122(44).

33. McCormick K, Mejia G, Luzzi L, Jamieson L. Mapping Tooth Loss at the Tooth Level: Associations with Demo-
graphic, Health, and Behavioral Factors. JDR Clin Trans Res. 2025.

34. Ju X, Zhao N, Santiago PHR, Mejia GC, Jamieson L, Elani HW. Early Childhood Ear Diseases and Traumatic Den-
tal Injuries: A Machine Learning Approach. Eur Arch Paediatr Dent. 2025;42(3).

35. McNally C, Quinonez RB, Bowles J, Starchuk C, Uyan D, Byrne S, Senior A. An International Perspective on Cur-
riculum Reform. J Dent Educ. 2025.

36. Zhao X, Whaley CM, Munnich EL, Lee JY, Kranz AM. Pricing and insurance networks in outpatient surgery mar-
kets. Am J Manag Care. 2025;31(10).

37. Kranz AM, Zhao X, Munnich E, Lee JY, Whaley C. Medicaid Payments and Outcomes for Pediatric Dental Surgical
Procedures by Site of Care. JAMA Netw Open. 2025;8(10).

38. Main S, Suchy S, Carrilho M, Sharmin Z, Hall S, Rao J, Sawicki CM, Bystrom K, Sangalli L. A Cross-Sectional
Study of Salivary Cortisol, Alpha Amylase, and Measures of Psychological Distress in Children Undergoing Dental Pro-
cedures. Children (Basel). 2025;12(9).

39. Wang S, Zhang H, Lin H, Wang Y, Wright JT, Bartlett JD, Simmer JP, Hu JC. Novel MMP20 (matrix metallopro-
teinase 20) mutations causing hypoplastic-hypomaturation amelogenesis imperfecta. J Dent Sci. 2025;21(1).

40. Smiley M, Key B, Sawicki CM, Wade SD. Perioperative Management of Patients With Seizure Disorders: Part
II. Anesth Prog. 2025;72(3).

41. Seow WK, Wright JT. Diagnosis and Management of Defects of Enamel Development. In: Fejerskov O, Nyvad B,
editors. Developmental Defects of Teeth and Related Structures. Cham: Springer; 2025.

42. Johnson JT, Cooper LF, Wright JT. Treatment of Non-syndromic Anomalies of Tooth Number. In: Fejerskov O,
Nyvad B, editors. Developmental Defects of Teeth and Related Structures. Cham: Springer; 2025.

43. Wright JT. Developmental Defects of the Craniofacial Complex and Dentition: Scope and Challenges. In: Fejerskov
O, Nyvad B, editors. Developmental Defects of Teeth and Related Structures. Cham: Springer; 2025.

44. Nazzal H, Wright JT, Duggal MS. Defects of Dentin Development. In: Fejerskov O, Nyvad B, editors. Develop-
mental Defects of Teeth and Related Structures. Cham: Springer; 2025.

45. Ju X, Luzzi L, Chrisopoulos S, Mejia GC, Jamieson LM. Social Inequalities in Tooth Loss Over Time: In-
sights From Australian Adults. Int Dent J. 2025;75(5).

46. Ruszkay NJ, Shrestha P, Drake AF. Treatment Needs of Adult Patients with Cleft Lip and Palate. Facial Plast Surg
Clin North Am. 2025;33(4).

47. Furquim CP, Caruth L, Chandrasekaran G, Cucchiara A, Kallan MJ, Martin L, Feres M, Bittinger K, Divaris K,
Glessner J, Kantarci A, Giannobile W, Verma SS, Teles F. Developing Predictive Models for Periodontitis Progression
Using Artificial Intelligence: A Longitudinal Cohort Study. J Clin Periodontol. 2025;52(10).
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and Migraine Management: A National Survey Study. Children (Basel). 2025;12(8).
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Evaluate “Ask and Acquire” Skills in an Evidence-based Dentistry Curriculum. J Dent Educ. 2025.
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Gifts Support Excellence in Pediatric Dentistry

You can ensure the future of pediatric dentistry in North Carolina and the nation by supporting the different
professorships and resident fellowships that benefit the school's Graduate Program. Donations can be directed to your
favorite fund listed on the pledge card below.

If you are interested in establishing a new fellowship fund and naming it in honor or memory of an individual, your
donations can be directed to this named fund through the Dental Foundation of North Carolina, Inc., the UNC Adams
School of Dentistry's nonprofit foundation.

Many individuals would like to make major gifts to UNC-CH but cannot commit current assets for this purpose.
Through a will you can make a more significant gift than you might have ever thought possible by designating a
specific sum, a percentage or the residue of your estate to the Pediatric Dentistry Graduate Program. There are many
options for providing a bequest that will leave a legacy of support for excellence in pediatric dentistry. To learn more
about starting a new fellowship or making a bequest, please contact Sarah Huppert at the Dental Foundation at (919)
537-3257 or by email sarah _huppert@unc.edu.

Dental Foundation Estate Planning Language

“l give, devise and bequeath percent (___ %) of my residuary estate [or, the sum of
Dollars ($ )] to The Dental Foundation of North Carolina, Inc. (the
"Foundation"), located in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, for the unrestricted needs of the UNC
Department of Pediatric Dentistry, or to establish “The
Fellowship Fund in Pediatric Dentistry.” The Board of Directors of the Foundation shall treat this
bequest as part of its endowment, and the income paid out of the Fund shall provide fellowship
funding to the department’s residents.”

GIFT AND PLEDGE CARD O Yes! | want to make a gift of $ to the Dental Foundation of North Carolina to
support graduate education in pediatric dentistry at UNC.
U | prefer to make my gift in payments of $ O monthly O quarterly O annually

‘[_:N(\ ADAMS SCHOOL for_ years
L _/ | OF DENTISTRY T

lease use my gift for the:

)

CBH 7450 * CHAPEL HILL NC 27599 U The Dental Public Health Fellowship Fund (202439)
U Pediatric Graduate Program Endowment Fund (204338)
O  Vann Endowment Fund (204392) O Michael W. Roberts Fellowship Fund (202313)
U Tom Mclver Fund (204373) O  Pediatric Dentistry Fund Unrestricted (202062)
QO N ddress? U Sandy Marks Fund (202133) U DDS Student Research Fund (202322)
ew address?
U Caldwell/Christensen Fund (204335) [  Diane Dilley Fund (204360)
Name: U Ted Oldenburg Fund (202043) O Eugene Howden Fund (202304)
U Jack Menius Fund (202132) U Jessica Y. Lee Fellowship Fund (202503
Class Year: U Tim Wright Fellowship Fund (202352)
Payment by:
Address: U Check made payable to the Dental Foundation of NC [ Visa [ MasterCard
City: Account #: Exp. Date:
State: Zip: Signature:
E-mail: U Additionally, my company or my spouse’s company will match this gift. Enclosed is the

company’s matching gift form.
For more information on the Dental Foundation of North Carolina or giving to the
UNC School of Dentistry, please call 919-537-3257.
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ALUMNI NEWS

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Adams School of Dentistry
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7450

WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH YOU?

This Newsletter goes to more than 350 of our program alumni and friends. We get many comments on how much every-
one enjoys keeping up with friends and events through the Newsletter grapevine. But we need you to let us know what is
going on in your lives so we can share. Please use this page to pass on news to us that we can include in our next publica-
tion! Also, pictures are greatly appreciated.

Please send us personal or professional news that may be of interest to alumni and friends of UNC-CH Pediatric Dentis-
try.

Name

Year of program completion
E-Mail Address

Send to: Elyse Crawford - Pediatric Dentistry CB #7450 - Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7450
Email Address: elysemc@unc.edu

News of interest:

Thanks!



